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DISCOURSE, 


= du zus To 
DIGNITY aD EXCELLENCE 
| © 20 85 7M | 5 | 
HUMAN CHARACTER; + a 
1 ILLUSTRATED 
I Taz LIFE or | . | 
eneral George Wathin 
LATE COMMANDER OF THE ARMIES, AND PRESIDENT . 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 2 
„ „ Condition. 


THE AFFLICTIVE EVENT OF HIS DEATH. 
DELIVERBD PEBRVARY 22, 1800, IN THE | 1 


BEN EVOLENT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN PROVIDENCE "PN 


And Publiſhed by Requeſt of that Society. | 
BY ENOS HITCHCOCK, D. D. 
MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 
_ —  —_— 2 
«Know ye not that there is is a Prince ad a great Man fallen this dy in en. | 
AVID. e 
« Moſes died ; and the children of Iſrael wert for Moſes thirty days.”” | 
| DuvrzzonoNT. 


To PROFIDENCE:.  - - * 
PaiNTED BY JOHN CARTER, mer. 
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A DISCOURSE, &. 


2d SAMUELy i. 19 and 27. 


Tus BEAUTY or Yona ni 18 SLAIN Ss THY mw PLACES 2 
HOW ARE THE MIGHTY FALLEN! 


How azz THE MIGHTY FALLENy AND THE WEAPONS OF WAR 
16 5 ö 


Tax natal day of the Faruzz or nis 
CounTay has once more occurred; but it no 
longer brings with it the wonted joy and feſtiv i- 
ty of the ſeaſon. The harps are hung upon the 
' weeping willows; the cheerful ſang converted 


into a ſolemn dirge. Death, by a ſudden and 
awful ſtroke, has deprived our nation of its beau- 


ty and glory, and the world of its greateſt or- 
nament. Prompted by our own feelings, and a 


conviction of duty, f we delayed not to lament 
the eventful criſis of human frailty, by ſuitable 


tokens and expreſſions of ſenfibility and ſorrow. 


Our temples were ſhrouded in black, and our 
pulpits were vocal in his praiſe. Our nation 


| Or day aſſembles, in obedience to the procla- _ 
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of mournful reſpeft to the memory of he mak 
me delighted te honour: + En Lirach: th 


of inceſſant mourning were ſolemnly paſſed on 


the death of Moſes, their lawgiver and leader; 
and we are told; that in Rome; badges of mourn- 
ing vere worn{ a whole year after the death of 
ſome of their favdutite ehieftains. The event 
ve have this day aſſembled to deplore is not 
merely a death++4t is the departure of a Wasr- 
Iron! The tear of affeRion and: gratitude. 
ſpontaneouſly flows. The involuntary fightheaves 


ws patriot- broaſt,- and pours the full tide of 


grief at the urn of its father and friend: and 
in ſuch grief there | is a luxury unknows + to pon 
winds. 5 5 


5 
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Para rorisu moums the lofs of ber big born 
fon. Our country lamenis che Toſs of To much 


in unavailing forrow the rational and moral im- 


provement to be derived from ſo affiQive a dil = 


Fame of Divi ine Prov idence. 
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o this ng! I have placed David at the brad | 
of this diſcourſe, bewaillfing de fall of Saul and : 


eden 


9 — 6 MG e 
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amiableneſs of difpofftion and charadler of fo | | 
much might and valour, which gave Airength 
and ftabillty to the ſtate. Bur let us not loſe 


Pl 


1 . 11 vill not be ts to enqunire into "the 
FB Conne kiel narrative of tranſaftions which inno- 
„ duced the event be ſo deeply laments, and in 
3 ſuch pathetic language calls on the people no 
| | memorize. N beauty of Iſrael js .flain; 
: boy are we mighty fallen l“ and dwelling on 
5 the amiableneſs of the one, and the valqur of 


„ the other, he exelaims again and again,, © How 


C | are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war * 
El: periſhed ! The terms, „ beauty” and 4 mighty,” 
. may be conſidered as expreſſing the native, good - 
RY ;neſs of diſpoſition, and the amiable virtues of 

dee life; great nawral,energy. of mind za geniys 


15 ready at acquiring knowledge, and. at diſcerning 
e ha fitteſt. application. of it; a ſpirit bold, aftixe 
125 and. enterprizing: a wind capable of great an 
Ty .beneyolent conceptions; a. charafter formed hy 
B | noble .exertions and heroic deeds. To lament 
TE fallen greatneſs is hut à natural expreſſion ;gf 
NG ſympathy at beholding the ſplendid ruins of hy- 
3 man nature in her moſt ennobled ſons; it is a 
” dictate of philanthropy, :confſideringithe; impor- 
J e | Fhamſiers CO AO Z 
„„ 7 bo 515 OREN 


| Eo way raw. As 3 a 
3 cellence of cbarafter will lead, us to a juſt eſli- 
mation of its great ;worth. and importance, and 


| to un improved, view. of the, preſent occaſion. 


Tu power aud idvenee Ab cha ate 
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formed on the baſis of real worth and excel- 
| habe, give the poſſeſſots over the con munity ; 
the virtue and order which their example ſheds | 
- :Geough fociety 3 the defence and protetion = 


#7 _ "which their exertions afforc - the Nate, render 
tem pre-eminetit bleflings to the world, and 
male them the juſt objetls of eſteem and vene- 
tation While living, and of  fincere regret, but 
oF] grateful memory, when the Supreme Ruler 
of che world ſees fit to take mem out of it. On 
the theatre*of this world there is a field opened x, 
vice and extenſive for the exerciſe of genius, | 
and the extttion of all che powers of man, either 
in the cabinet of national councils, ot in the fleld 
of national defence ; "in the advancement of fei- 


ence and the arts, or in "the improvements. "of 
hy pod and ſecular life ; befides the diſcharge 
ore private offices of Ie and 


* y 3 4 
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Wu! 0 1 public es W WE to 
formed by nature to high elevation 
of charakter, are called for the good of their 


country, we know, and the world knows, their 
, 'Freat importance and uſefulneſs; Goverhment, 
in the ꝑreſent ſt 

5 exiſtence of ſociety and military (kill and prow- 


e of things, is neceſſary to the 


dard wich weapons of war,” are e requiſite for 


\ 9 
\ bi 


* 4 


| the chabliſhwent of civil as = 3 of 
 Eivil order. How happy. that country, whoſe 
deſtinies, requiring the wiſdom of patriotic poli- 


cy, and the ehergy of the intrepid warrior, gives 
birth to the paragon in whom. both completely | 
center! Highly as the circling ſpheres bleſs the 
natural world, by the regular operation of their 


eſtabliſhed laws, does the union of theſe * 
rellett their bleſſings on the political ſyſtem. 1 
conſtitutes © the beauty” of our country, on ac- 


count of native excellence; and © the-mighty;” 


on account of pre- eminence of n among 


the . 14 | 1 $6 


55 5 Þ "Givi infticationss run nne to ahi fortiation 


of ſociety. Neither a ſenſe of religion, nor a 


perception of moral obligation, has been found 


ſufficiently powerful in any age, to preſerve un- 
diſturbed peace at home; much leſs to check 
the encroaching ſpirit of ambition or avarice 
from abroad. Hence ariſes the neceſſity of re- 
ſtraints from civil law, to curb the licentious and 
unprincipled ; and of military force for defence. 
Hence, alſo the neceſſity of great political and 


military talents, adapted to meet the exigencies 
of the times. Nor has Divine Providence been 
| unmindful of this. But in every age it has raiſed 
up thoſe: whoſe abilities enabled them to be emi- 
nently uſeful in their day. Moſt opp na- 


B 


2 


— NT I PA eee n 


r 


— bbb 


— 
— W 0 rs Se ORE 
r Te: 


n 
Z.. gn, FT IR 


E 


ions Ls dacy Gd with "REN patriotic de- 
Kreref. I Tfrael a Moſes was raiſed up. 0 de- 
ver, and a4 Jolkuz' 10 lead the people in Rome 

a Camillüs; ih Greece a Leonidas ; in Sweden. a 
_ Guſfavus;: and in England 2 a Hampden, a Ruſſel, 
A Sydney. Thefe were ſuccefsful in preſerving | 
and defending the tate. But who of them, like a 
Witurse che, formed und eſtabliſhed an empire? 


C28 . 5 22 1 18 Hint * 7 HET « be He 
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T= dignity of the human charadter does not 
conſiſt merely that or cog or exertion of 
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vil Ain dien, military honours, or opulent 
conditions, that givis a title to'it. There ate in- 
ſtances, not a fem, of -commanding genius, of 
vaſt mental reſource, and of great and brilliant 


deeds, allftained with the moſt peſtiferous e crimes: 9 


a heart black as midnight darknefs; with a — 
luminous as the midday ſun.” Deeds that would 
do honour to the greateſt, and actions that would 
diſgrace the meaneſt of men, fometinies conſtitute 
the mixed ſhades of the ſame character. Can ſuch”. : 

an unballowed mixture conſtitute dignity or en- 
. cellence of charaſter ?:Surely not. We may ad. 
mire the dero, bia we deſpiſe the man. ESD, 


SA 


E32 work. "and; a. of. ads 1 is 
* I the union of the- head and beart 4. 


. * » 


Is * , 


9 ; ij . , . Wind | 9 
, „ 28 7 . "race GH — 


es In: concert ; z, in | upright principles, direding 
the judgment and controuling the ſtrong arm of 
power: in the fear of God, ever guiding to a due 
regard to man. AQuated by theſe preps | 
. the character will not be ſtained by the aſpirings 
of unhallowed ambition; but will gather beauty 
_ luſtre from opportupities for great and bebe- 
volent actions; and the more the. motives of ac- 
tion are examined, the m re cloſely. the charafter 


is ſcanned, the fairer will they appe: OY 14 1 


r 


Tux providence of God calls 9988 2 men 1 
in high ſtations, and the circumſtand of the 
| public require all their energies, either to form 
df adminitter government, or defend the fate. 
| Theſe are like a city placed on a hill. The light 


of their example, « or the blackneſs of their charac- 
ter, becomes conſpicuous i in proportion to their 


elevation; and every private. ſtation becomes a 
© poſt of hoho uf, when hohobrably filled. The ef. 
| feQts of example are great in a private ftation— | 


more ſo in the domeſtie ſtate. How important 
- then the duty, and how great the bleſſings refleQ- 


ed on ſociety, by the good and virtuous example 
of thoſe who are rendered eminent by high ſta- 
tions, and the atchievement of glorious deeds! 
Such ſervices are peculiarly graced, and derive 


ſupreme worth from that excellence of character 
© which perfumes the moſt amiable, and adds luſtre 
to the moſt illuſtrious. Not ſo much could the 


U 


: 1s 


ET 
few. of Fernox' 8 e mount, deſcending on 
© the eleyated lawn,” enrich the plains below; 

not ſo much could the clear ſhining after rain 
refreſh the tender graſs, as this moral excellence 
of character bleſs the land, by det its iin 8 


ence Fe north to ſouth. 


y FIT. F T4 
a % — 
25 


8 are here reminded of. a circumſtance thay. 


damps che pu}; Joys « of this day. 


© TRE beauty of Trent 4 is flain; how are the 


mighty fallen!” No charafter ſo good, no man 
ſo great, but he muſt fall by the hand of death, 
Proftrate in the duſt all human glory muſt be 
laid. Deſcended from the ſame original ſtock, 
all mankind are deſtined to the fame end. The 
ſentence of Nuſt fo duſt” is univerſal upon 
our race. In this warfare there is no diſcharge ; 


in the grave no diſtinQion. In the repoſitory of 


the dead we bebold a mixed multitude, of all ages, 


conditions and characters; the aged and the 


young, the rich and the poor, the hero and the 
coward, the public magiſtrate and the private citi- 
zen, the pious chriſtian and the i impious offender, 


who have promiſcuoully fallen before all. conquer- 


ing death. Such are the ravages death is de 
ſtantly making upon our race! 


$ nd Append 


T 13 
. Tur truth of theſe obſervations is verified in 
1 5 8 the affliing inſtance of the fall of the glory, 
7 | an _ boaſt of our arr cl ES 
& 3 | Yu, the 5 foul 4 our babes en \ j 
a 0 5 INGTON, has taken its flight! He is no longer 
bn diſturbed by the concuſſions of our jarring ele- 
ments. The heavens open wide their huge por= 
tals to receive his pure and ennobled ſpirit ; an- 
15 gels hail him welcome to his native ſeat; the 8 
maeenſe temple of God becomes the place of his 
rwreſidence forever. He has ceaſed from his la- 
| bours, but his works will long live. The in- 
= ; ſcription on the lofty marble will for a long time 5 
B inform the inquiſitive traveller Here lies the 
Ih. venerable chief Firſt in war, firſtin peace, and 
18 firſt in the hearts of his countrymen.” The mo- 
. numental inſcription ſhall mouldering time ef- 
n face; but his heroic and benevolent deeds are 
me ecorded on the tablet of the hear, While | 
maman lives, they will live; fo long as virtue has * 
name, they will be admired. Vea, his juſtly ac- 
quired fame ſhall ſurvive the wreck of nature; 
and wreaths of glory crown his head, when time 
ſhall he no more. 
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"Tax kiſtarign will attempt a | diſplay of his 
virtues by a detail of his great tranſaRions ; the 
poet will celebrate his name in poliſhed and har- 
monic Prion 5 he will aſſemble the vorthies of 
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(play nn. ron! 2 ASI. 
ron. The painter and the ſculptor will : employ 


ull their art to eternize his noble form, and ma- 
4 __ mein, hut can never fully expreſs: the cha- 
virtues which were enthroned on his 

| 'be-eulogiſt will rack his invention to 
panegyric on a character vhoſe 

7 depth ; it cannot fathom— language will reſufe Eh 
her aid, and eulogy itſelf _ faint e Wh a 


8 


tongue. A» POLES 55 IF e 
Fog 1 EE ; A FE, 3 
1. 25 TS os Ph . * >; NM 53 ns . e 


. Byx,to — his virtues ing our ir hearts, and 
n bis najne, with veneration,, to Jour 
Ae is the claim of gratitude ; ; and and railing 
2 ſpirit of emulation, may be, uſeful. 


W 


Every thing” reſpekling this wodka, wan i "is 
3 become important. | The very name of 13 


Wenne ron is dear 10 ug. The hi ghelt eulo- 
Sum we cold polfibly beſtow, in; a tbr. 


rekt account of his life* and tranſa klions. Heie 15 
" aſbin'we'millt fail, aud ſatisfy" ouffelses win a 


ew of the vatlines of a portrait which, if Bled up 
with plain fats; woult' preſent it in a Adio 


ent attitude, —General WSI ro Was born 


of reſpettable parents, in Virginia, on the twenty- 
| ſecond day of February, one thouſand ſeven 


| hundred and thirty-two. His education was not 
in "the academic forums ; but his native powers, 5 


0 DO u of | 


mnt: e e 


| compoſitions, both. political. and · military, afford 
= the: beſt. comment on his literary acquirements. 
He appears to have early imbibed theiprincigles 
. of religion. That he was nurtured- in dhe ballite 
of virtue, appears from their attending him 

_ through all the public and private walks of Aife. 
He Bere loſt che 3 the ſon, “ in the eleva- | 


oui diminiſh his connubial and domeſtic affec- 
tion. Amiable in the diſcharge of theſe Autzes, 5 


| ly acquaintance with the, ee | 
and the exerciſes ofp PIETY, * 1 erden 


by worthy deeds; a career of glory, ſapparted = 
5 _ ain by moral excellence, which Tal 


"7 


tutor, ſoon gave him a prog int 2 : 


the arts and ſciences.; and univerſities of the firſt 
rank in Europe and: America have long'deemed-it F 


our to have his hame enrolled in their liſt 
of. 3 titles, - Indeed, his letters and other 


in chief. Nor did patri- 


he never for a RE tt een Lan 
conſoryyd, the. e 2 bis. % 8 8 
i 
5 | Py 2 „ bp 


Eni habits of A, vi 1 ae ear- 


i * in age, 5 comfort i indeath... _ Tg 


menced wich fuch principles and hahits a youth 


of fuch ſobriety, fidelity and filial reſpeftz. indi». 


cates a charaQter to be diſtinguiſhed afterwards. 


4 , 9% 35 * 75 nn 
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inſtance we are not di 
the happy cloſe of a life, which had been x 


ed glorious: by the union of virtue and ede, 


ide virtue of the youth, the magnanimity of the 
di oat pure zeal of the patriot and the chriſ- 


be wa Mg CHI 


: 4 5 


. 


the. former: by-athletic exe 
.and bis bold and enterprizing ſpirit, features no 


meridian of life. The weſtern tribes of 
Indians, "the French commander at Fort Du 
_  Queſne, and the unfortunate Britiſh army in the 


turn his uncommon addreſs in managing a treaty, 


inis committed high betruſtments to him. Al- 
ready had he given Arong | proofs of his piety as 
* ig 3 n. the Append. 


endin 3 n and e In this 1 8 
appointed. We benen + 
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; hiviong: with undiminiſhed luſtre. In whom' has 
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, ever appeared with ſo much grace and dig- | 
--pity;a5 in bim to whom ver * pr ge to _ 


- Im; a fauna Hooks 3 a: 8 ls; the 
tter yediby cloſe application in youth; 

iſes⸗ His judgment, 
ever a prominent feature in his charaQer, $1.09 
ed at an immature age into the able negociator;* 


YE eſs. prominent, into the hardihood of the veteran | 
e ea 3 and at the age of twenty he gained the . 


* of the Monongahela, all experienced in 


or in covering the retreat of a ſhattered army in | 
thoſe vaſt wilds, ere twenty-five years had rolled : 
over him. Already had the government of 1 
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I | e beit full nf ie "Tho evan his 
9 1 4izgns, how clear bis. tile 10 Ee ef 
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; hen bis health, impaired hyithe xi gout ofifarceide 
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& ker | tim. to the. Kaen 
ÞF ram . vel rener mien Aim 26: the 
1 American farmer, though employed in various 


public. ee befides a Sat in che Legillagure, 
Siu 
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1 6d on. the ſurymit, of the very; nine Ground 
; called Moune-Yer on,“ the camera chat beautiful 


UE poi into a prolific garden, iegated into 
ll enchantin ing ſcenery. The arts f Peace att leſ: 
1 ſplendid, but more uſeful than thoſe of war. By - 
r agricultural arts and improvements he rendered 
= f | 50 nàan extenſive. plantation a ſourte of wealth to him- 
= || 2. 2 ſelf, and of inſtruQion t to. others. This ao 
| 7 9 ke pot how became more dear than 8 
A bapby conhubial - union \ with the amiable. and 
.F 125 | compliftied Mrs. Cusris, tho, hy. 
Jl 2608 "of Af His _ abxieties, a well 38 nine | 
His { joys;” : Ds ie 7 
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507 unize their, friendly. 


From beneath the dark cu 


zcns. With | 


turn, to find a leader 'whoſe powers mall juſti 


AY Wen pes one. e appear 4.26 


: raiſed for the defence of tie country. 
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led þ tr its at Pinan "The 
deter, det dis vr ; 
-Fraught with ire; Soon does the lightening ith 
dling carr that bears 
death and deſtruction to all _ of reconcilia- 
tion wich à parent country. Already poſfeſſed 
of the metropolis of eee they "iſſue 
forth, and on. the ever-memorable nineteenth of 
April, ſeventy-five, Lexington and Concord Pre- 
ſent the malancholy viſage of flaughte tered eiti- 

jerneſs our patriotic yeomanry 

ruſh to the encrimſoned field. But whatis a hoſt 
without 4 bead?” Whither, O whither ſhall we 
fy 


dhe hope of ſucceſsful crefiftance'? Behold, in the 
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Ir js 4 Watkinents'! He is u uſly 
elated Commander in Chief of the armies to. be 
« It is per- 
haps his peculiar glory, that there, was not a fin- 
ge inhabitant of theſe States, except himſelf, who 
d not approve. the choice, and place the firmeſt d 
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confidence 
"+ his native Aan induced” him is prune Tran ep 

1 apprehenſions of his inability to perform the mo- 

mentous duties which ſuch a truſt devolved' up- | 
on him. Obedient to his cbaktry's i call, he ela- 

ced the mo s of his acceptance to be Heitler 

mercenary nor vain, by declining any compeßfa- | 
tion Wen mer 0 þ _ Tm Teen, 110 2 
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A the nation,” he betakes himſelf to'the | 
— field where his abilities are more The 
reſpettful gratulations of all claffes* of people, 
'as he paſſed the country; the j joy and exultation 
| : of the army on his arrival at Ca abridge, i in ] uly, 
„re evincive of the inſtinQive confidence which 
1 his name inſpired. How well qualified | he was 
to take 'the command of an undifciplined, i utipro- | 
vided army, to reduce them to order, and to 
 withſtandas large and well appointed an n army as 
perhaps was ever ſent out of Europe, « | 
ed by able and experienced officers, the event 
1 has proved. His unimpeached conduQ during 
242g eight years war, attended with the moſt trying 
circumſtances, is an eulogium that can receive 
no addition, unleſs i it be from the uniform and in- 
vincible attachment. of the officers and _—_— | 
LL his y 10 his perſon during that e 
„ ee n ee, W * 
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vor not verſed Mie a1. military; like 
A they were ſoon, taught to: relpe 


unvearie 
exaſineſs, ms ZALNE 
Kdence. of his own amy, 1 rende 4 „ 
ble to that of Bis enemies. His ftent, but eafy 
manner of doing buſineſs ; his reſerve, void of 
ziliouſneſs ; his quick diſcern- 


\P | 
dae lied hin in en ben ee e. 5 i 


the command, of a yegublican army. How often 0 
ths; above qualities were. ulefplly diſplayed du. 8 
ring the ſtruggle for freedom, and how much 

| the, gguntry 1 indehted for ihem, is beſt. Dem 
ee to. whom, he. oſten expreſſed bis 
thanks for their eſſential ſervices, becauſe _ 
bad the moſt pe une of oblerring ien. 


7 


Aitor the great” and bent RCs * 
5 * Game to public Views thoſe worthy ſons who 
"followed'their Teader” will recalled many of the 
 Thivuherable' Virddes of the heart' which, t ranſpi- | 
rell in the "tors 'brivate tra nſaftions. they will 
- redify & to tlie Ie fiutnane and aketnonate ite Con- 
A de e keen towards the _— 
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They: wil manatee ithprefficr/ which 
—— — -quelled the-riotous, 
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* tor-cheriſh libe3rwhere-am: inopoling 
polioy did: not abſolutely -veqiire the contrary. 


en ; white the i 


eli 


and reduced the refuactory co ordert His eh,. 
wry's cauſe is now af his d. Never for mo- ee 
went did he flinch from danger, or ket om 


dr bis bet though Expoſed to die ten ouſly 


iavifible meſfengers of death; from the ſavaye u- 


bum which routed one Britiſh: army om the Mo- 


Aa; to the capture of another at Tork. 
wol. Amidſt all theſe, and from the aſſaffin's - 


dagger, E Divine Providence remarkably prefery. 35 


ed him, tiff its high purpoſes were actottipliſhet 


in him. On his arrival/at Cambridge,” die found 
| that che zeal of the cbt, and not its ftrengeh | 
in' arms or amunition, held the eit) belieged. 


He applies immediately to orgaiiizing the army, 


| and providing. military ſtores, 85 :Heav EN ſmiles 41 


He ſucceeds in both, An anxious public ex- 


pelt an aſſault upon Boſton, and grow-impatient 


for the time. Butto conquer by delay, and ex. 


pel by-circumſcribing his enemies, is a mare hu- 


mane, and a ſafer policy. They leave their poſt 
the enſuing March, to ſeek ſome mere favoure- 
ble ſpot for offenſive operationg, , New. Vork is 


ſeleQed for the purpoſe. Here again they meet 


eee "Fw (L) te note des the . 
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| Fori-Welkinguah » and its {ror Fort-Lee * 


—— — 
| Sanger enen and the> ſplendor * | 


of.. be. warrior,!. But ee eee the 1 
molt ſplendid rays; of General WasAaNG ron“ 
glory 1  fromþbeneath the dark and dread- 


5 ful clouds of. defeat; misfortune: and diſtreſs. 4 at- > 


1 by. the ſhattered. remains. of a, ret 


| army, and unſupported by an inefficient, govern- FE 
ment. . We'know not which, moſt to admire, his 


caution or. bis intrepidity, his mogeragion. or his 


. promptneſs i in E uz his 1 in \ ſuffer- 


ing or his unextinguiſhable zeal and perſeyer,. 
A) ance. in the n of En. Len rear; of 


0 \ * 8 * þ Pk bes ; A ; 8 Cz ? i 


51 fubjeR i is now too complex to be ana- 
wied into pariſcülars in a ſingle diſcourſe. 
Thoſe of you who were then on the ſtage, re- 
member the deep ' ſhades that orerſpread the 
country; and thoſe of you who accompanied him 
in hie Yaſt-bfealtth eſcapes from Long-Ifland, 
York-Ifland and its environs, with the loſs of 


n 


3 5 : 
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its dependencic: pinks retreat a cet 1 — 
bes, purſued like a hunted hare by a 3 
_ viRtorious army, while, his own was conſtantly 
| leſſening by loſſes in action, by ſekneſi · and e ex- ? 
piration of enliſtments, and the country too far 
depreſſed -to ſupport. bim.—Thoſe. can beſt con- 
ceive the true dignity of his. invincible. ſoul. 

We are now to view him on the weſtern margin 

of the Delaware, looking back with indignant eye 
ic his purſuers, at reſt in Trenton. The inhabitants 
co of the country deſ ponding, ſay, «all i is now loſt.” 
But bis heroic ſpirit never deſpairs. _ Oppreſſed . 
with the weight of a fink ing empire, the attic 
| fire of his breaſt enkindles afreſh. He "collefts 
| his little bardy band, deſtitute of every comfort; 
the ſame fire flies through the ranks. They ro- 
ſolve 10 follow their leader to victory or to 
death. In vain does the rolling torrent hurry 


on the mally ſheets of ice upon its turbulent bo- 
ſom; in vain the ſleety tempeſt from the frozen 
north, adding new horrors to the darkneſs of Do- 
cember's night, oppoſe. the well concerted plan. 
Exe the morning ſun had enlightened our hori- 
20n, twelve hundred aſtoniſhed; Heſſians yielded 
to his conquering arms. The main body of the 
enemy at Princeton, leaving about five hundred, 
move on with haſty march to retrieve ;thei loſt.. 
The. Delaware in his rear, à powerful army 
Ironghe with vindiQive rage in front, impoſed 
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Tan deer . eke e ede vue 
eter de kl h6w hear ei- 
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a rirettitous' rot of ſeventeen 

1 _ 97 — 1 Gita ih their rear u Pfintetbh. 
—_— "x Mines ndbly Ude in ths egal A WII 
wr Acne placed THhtAf on middle” Yrouk®' be 


14 deen we cobglerinz botlies, a. matk for 55 
1 His" Eklbniyle inſpired” 4 general ardour. They 
1 1 ruſn om, And another viftory enſues. * 15 
it policy covers the handful of invincibles, mho bad 
| | fab ſuch Wonders, on the heig ghts of 


miotrisswaß marking: N way W xk 
bobs; for Mek of ſhoes and an army of ej 

 thouſazld men wn cope up in New-Brunſw 155 

dung the vinter, by the ſkeleton of Þis own. 


#2 * . Ives to the boſom 
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1 .ofithe well ing ocean, they attempt to elutle the 
q | pevetration of our Argus with his hundred eyes 
q but in vin. 800n does he meet them at the 
1 'Head of AK. Nor does the- unfortünate and to- 
rem efhis army on the Brandy wine, the vexa- 
F  -tious:difuppointment at Certhantown, the loſs of 
7 .Redbank and Mud. Iſtand, after a moſt galant de- 
= dener Je diſtreſſing failure of fupplies of men, 
| _ glad dloathing, nor the fat ien railing its 


IEP, 


14 th ear to difplace 3 
the imbecility of their reſolutions, ſhake the firm 
| purpole of his energetic ſoul. With an army ex-. 
bauſted by fatigue, reduced by repeated ations, 
_ epidemic diſeaſe, and more dreadful , by 
he huts them, in the month of Decembe 9 5 

foreſt at Valley-Forge, about twenty miles from 2 
Philadelphia, whither the whole Britiſh, army bad 
tetired for more comfortable winter quarters. 
The diſtreſſes of the army at this, cantonment® 
Had well nigh funk his manly, | his compaſ 


ſoul. We caſt a mantle over this Giſtrellng fe ene, 7 


85 feen 
5 as 5 anf for refleQion. 155411: Ys Siaebs 
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our hero purſued by s y circuitous 

march of near one hundred and fifty 
overtook him on the burning plains | 
A ſevere batile enſued, and his vifetions aims 
obliged him to fly and ſeek ſhelter in Vork. 
Such was the perilous ſtate of the army, fo abel 
ent in numbers and ſupplies, and Congreſs per- 
ceelving that their reſolutions did not contin En- 


| ergy ſufficient to draw them forth from the ch. 
try, chat they entruſted their faithful General with 


the power of doing it himſelf; © Maturely con- 
ſidering the oriſis, and bav ing p perfekt r. e in 
bis wiſdom, vigour and dprightneſs,” they inveſt: 
1 ed Wan with powers bordering « of Diäten, 


1 


2 


N 


© 
„ 
It N 
3 
, = Y 
35: 
a -& 42 
 %# 
+ 8Q 
= 
iD . 
= 
5 
34% 
+58 
« Laval 
% EE 
* 
284 
—4 
5 . 
8 
Be i 
0 
8 
4 
* 4 
4 
7 
"y 
La 
. 
4 £ 
v8 
4 
+4 
348: 57 
d 
72 
[2 
T 


MY Hes ich, 


* . 


— 

on the 27th of timber, 1776; and m 
lutions were paſſed the tuo following 
This high betruſtment of power was never mu 
ed; but was ever uſed for the beſt purpoſes for 
- whichir was given. Such was the confideacadf, his 


>, 


| bar: in him! Such his integrity in the uſe.of itt | 


* 
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! 5 by 


Donne the 55 gloomy. period, when the 
| boldeſt heart needed ſupport | from ſome quarter, ; 
it was oppteſſed by the reiterated defeats in Ca- 
nada, with the lofs of Generals MoxTooueny 
and Tana 3 the deſftruQian of a fleet on Lake 
Champlain; 3 e poſſeſſion of Rbode-Idand by the 
enemy; the evacuation of Ticonderoga, and the 
wanton devaſtations of Vaucyax; on the North- 
River. Preſſed by che fortuitous concuſſian of 
events. on every fide, he ſends. General Gu 
iy, rien, dhe northern department. He ſuc- 

eds, Ri OFNE with bis army ſurrenders... 


tack. on Staney-Point, b ank's_ 
Point, had yielded to the chemy::- ak deep laid 
plan ene, 0 the garriſon. laid down their 


| Gunznnto: etricve the diſaſter at Cambden, who. 
performs. wonders in fr eee length: 
Ke Ade or ae leaving the remainder. 
6 * with 0 muck ws 
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"Tus time 101 dbanding + 5 army a ee 
ht now arrived the mighty trial of patriotic vit- 
Talk not of a Cæſar! He was brave, but 
Who have enſlaved his country. Say not hat 
a Alexander conque red from Macedonia to 
, Egypt! He never conquered, himſelf, He delug- 
ed countries in blood, but ſaved none; and wept 
becauſe his ambition was not yet ſatiated with 
e6nqueſt.—lt i is left for A. WasKINGTON: to give 
the nobleſt example of virtue, of religion, T f 

IK He . e for his pountry. * 


ous 1 Lucius 4 eee „* 
« laid down, in peace, arms Ames. . en 
« * defence. 0 3 t. ron b 8 „, BEET 
Non vere the energies. 1 his * A 4 fit 
ted to our fituation in peace, than to our exi- 
gencies in war: and this ſingular adaptation of 
| talents to circumſtances, proved an eminent 
bo aca, to the United States. ; 


Tur Hero and Deliverer of hls. conmria ow 
ing reſtored to it that tranquility which he ſo 
much loved himſelf, returns to enjoy it with a 

| + See mute (N) in the Appendix. 
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104 
and tried patriotiſm, and his eminent ſervices to 
his country, gave weight to his opinion i in their 
3 deliberations, and contributed in no ſmall de- 
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| 7 ater [reliſh on is on ele He is every 
where received with a tribute of applauſe ; eve- 
ry heart beats high with admiration, and evety | 
tongue is vocal in his praiſe. The peaceful 
«ſhades of domeſtic life were now doubly wel- 


come to him. In the cultivation of the earth, 


-and various: uſeful improvements, he made rap- 
id progrefs. Happy would he have been, if the 


calls of the publie had ſuffered the remainder 


of his days to glide away in this repoſe. But 


when che preſſure of common danger was at an 


id, the Weakneſs of the federal overnment 


has more fally perceived. The rare phænome- | 
non of political revolution is noy to be ac- 


_ coinpliſtied by deliberative aſſembly, The. con- 
vention of the States for framing a new conſti- 
tation of government, place. their late. Com- 
r in Chief in the chair of lafe. His Known 


gree to the formation and adoption of The ad- 


mirable ſyſtem of federal government we now 


#jof, and'greatly promoted the t n * 
nerd y of is e 925 6 


* 
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"ws ties by the mhinladus voice of . | 


1 Fountry to adminiſter the government he had 


en ſo eſſential an agent in eſtabliſhing, he fuſ- 


qained: the 5 Aalen of e 70 the Tao 


States, with e Ee during . 
pears. he, conſciouſneſs of his own in 
like a brazen helmet, warded off the ſhafts of 
r and he remained ſtedfaſt in purſuit of n 

enlightened and pacific policy, amidſt the ſurges 
© diſcontented faQtion and foreign influence, 
like a huge rock in the ocean, unmoved by the 
daſhing of its raging billows. Having ſerved 
the public forty-five years, and nature claiming 
repoſe, he expreſſes his earneſt wiſh to retire from 
public life, in an addreſs, which ought to form 
he political creed of every ſon and daughter of 
the land. Americans! how venerable this Le- 
giſlator, Leader and Commander appears, in this 


valediQory addreſs, can be 27 Wi _ * 
| pgs. it PEE: and again. 5 $ f 


- dy Hoe his repoſe is 8 01 remain . 
: ed. The will of his country is his qwn will ; 
per exigencies impoſe an obligation upon bim, 
which :zhe cannot reſiſt. He abeys her call, un- 
der thathreatening proſpe tts of war from abroad, 
and greatly accepts the appointment of Lieuten- 
ant-General of the forces to be raiſed for fuch 
emergencies. Happily, no ſuch event has arriv- 


ed. But the morning lowrs, and rapidly brings 


on the important period that is to terminate his 
Fl glorious career—Ah me ! WASHINGTON. is no 
ee On the 14th of December e met 


beute. Hf 
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* lber in-the di eib ycat of bis age. 
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more. Often have you. braved the dan- 
gers of the Feld, and the hardſhips of the camp, 
in obedience to his command. Your obedience 
was always 8 cheerful, becauſe impoſed by duty 
and zee, : 'Your dangers and ſufferings were 
always; ameliorated by the example of your Gen- 
eral voluntarily. ſharing them, with you. You, 


f Gentlemen, have a double mare in the common 


affliktion occaſioned by bis death. He was your 


beloved Commander in Ghigfe He was. your vene- 


rated Pre, 


nas, | The beſt. evidence of 


| L profound reſped f ſor his memory, and your 


beſt improvement of this mournful occafion, will 
be to preſerve-in your mind his amiable and ex- 


oellent virtues as a model for condutt in peace, 


as yon did his example of fortitude in war. May 
our life, like his, be virtuous ; and en its an 5 


like his, be triumphant and happy. e 
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My trrrrg cx, AND YOUNG FRIENDS, 05 
1 may never have ſeen the perſon 
ol our beloved Washnixcrox, yet you have 
often heard bis name, and of the good he has 


4 and you are now enjoying the fr 1. of * 
his labours, in the oppertunity you enjoy for in- 
_ _ iruftionf He was once young; as you now are; 

and when young he was diligent in learning, 

and amiable in conduſt; and when old he reap- 

ad the fruits of ſober youth. He vas beloved by 
alls ha was xirtuous; he was happy. We ven 
erate his memory now he is gone, [Becauſe hs. ; 
was as good as he was great. Let his name be 

ever dear to you, and never ſpeak, never think 
9) him but with > 8 1 8 and affeQion. 


MY FRIENDS AND AFFLICTED FELLOW. CITIZENS, 


Ta day has | brbught with it freſh 3 
of our loſs; nativa. in tears} It opens new. 
' ſources of grief, by preſenting the miſtions of his 
ſons aſſembled around the. he arſe, to take the laſt 

look of their parent, to pay one more tribute of 

 reſpeR, to drop another tear of gratitude and af. 

Fecton for their e WASHINGTON. | - 


Wm 5 we deplore an event that has deprived 
our country of its greateſt ornament, and of its 

beſt © weapon of war,” let us offer up our moſt. 
_ unfeigned thanks to the Supreme Diſpoſer of all 
events, for the continuance of ſo diſtinguiſhed | 
_ a blefling to us for ſo long a time; and that he 
vVvould be pleaſed to afford divine conſolation and 
 fupport to his mourning reli. While we re- 
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As though inſpiced 8 411 dure Gi. 
entertainments 3 receive him at eyery 
ſetit Cone * Watettaun. ſent a 


able charafters 272 
he was e with | 
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decame mutinous. 
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ASH 20 took. this poſition in aforeſt; at Va 7- Forge, about 
2 the . 3 ſnow being about hal f. og Dos 
| nt General How. called, 4.8 | 
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the above may be added, his frequently 


5 character of a chriſtian. u 85 


ard profancd, in a manner as wanton. $8 it is 


of 180 young maſters and miſſes, with iate dreſſes, eniblemasical bf h | 
. and of mourning, no apology- is neceflary for this addreſs, Nr wil ie P- 
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